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Ecodesign Directive 
addresses the supply side; 

it pushes the market.

Energy Labelling 
Directive addresses 
the demand side; 

it pulls the market.

The combined effect of 
both Directives 

ensures dynamic 
improvement of the 

market.  

Ecodesign and energy labelling
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Ecodesign (Directive 2009/125/EC)

• Ecodesign sets mandatory requirements for 
Energy-related Products to improve their 
environmental performance

• Products not meeting these requirements cannot 
be placed on the market (applies also to imports)

• Legal basis Article 95: free movement of products 
within the internal market

• Industry may propose "Voluntary Agreements" as 
alternative to implementing Regulations
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Criteria for action

• What products?

• Significant volume of sales and trade, indicatively 
200.000 units p.a.

• Significant environmental impact 

• Significant potential for improvement in terms of its 
environmental impact without entailing excessive costs

• No (significant) negative impact on:

• Functionality 

• Health and safety

• Affordability

• Industry’s Competitiveness
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Energy Label (Directive 2010/30/EU)

• Sets mandatory labelling requirements for 
Energy-related Products to enable consumers to 
make informed choices 

• Ranks products according to their energy 
efficiency on an A to G scale

• Displays annual energy consumption or energy 
consumption per cycle

• Other information regarding use of energy/other 
resources: e.g. water consumption, volume of the 
appliance, etc. 
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Energy Labelling – examples
Washing machines Vacuum cleaners Luminaires
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Process
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1 
tyre

regulation

2
voluntary
agreements

12 
labelling
regulations

23
ecodesign
regulations

38
measures

Number of adopted measures (up to January 2014)

Ecodesign and Energy labelling -
Results Achieved
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What are the benefits?

• 166 Mtoe primary energy savings per year by 2020, 
equivalent to the annual primary energy 
consumption of Italy

• 320 Mt CO2 equivalent less greenhouse gas 
emissions, around 7% of EU total emissions in 2010

• € 110 billion net saving on consumer expenditure, 
equivalent to € 465 per household per year

• € 54 billion extra revenue for industry, wholesale 
and retail sector;

• 800.000 extra direct jobs for industry, wholesale and 
retail sector
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Ecodesign and Energy labelling -
Results Achieved



Energy

Market transformation
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Looking forward

• Review Energy Labelling 
Directive and some parts 
of Ecodesign ?

• Further international 
cooperation to 
facilitate regulatory 
and standards 
convergence
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Looking forward

• Development of measures to strengthen 
market surveillance (e.g. H2020 projects)

• Improve communication 
efforts

• 2015-2017 Working Plan
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Thank you for your attention

Paul Hodson
Tel: +32(0)2 29 91258

Email: paul.hodson@ec.europa.eu

Website: http://ec.europa.eu/energy/efficiency/index_en.htm
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